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We met also females to the number of forty or
fifty, laden with pitchers on their heads and
shoulders, going down to the well, and learned
from them that it was the only source of supply
for the town, as there was no water to be found
within it.
Above this, we saw a party of men and boys
playing at cricket, using a round staff for a bat,
and a ball neatly covered with goat's skin, and
tolerably elastic. The dresses of both men and
women were similar to those described at Soor;
and the soldiers, of whom thirty or forty are
stationed here within the central inclosure of the
town, wore also the garments of Arabs rather
than of Turks. The inhabitants are chiefly Chris-
tians and Mohammedans, but there are also
some Druses, and a few Jews among them.
At the south-east end of the town, we noticed
a modern cemetery, and a fragment of some
ancient vaulted building of excellent masonry,
part of the wall of which, and three arched
windows, were all that now remained.
From hence the. road was chiefly over rugged
hills of lime-stone rock, with here and there only
patches of soil, until at two o'clock we reached
a place called Beer-el-Jahoush. On the brow
of the hill, near the road by which we passed,
were fragments of pillars and large hewn stones ;
and in the valley beneath were four wells giving